
House Appropriations Committee 
 

April 16, 2012 
 

Hello.  I am Judy Melancon.  I live in Slidell and am the custodial grandmother of two 
grandsons, Cameron and Manny.  My purpose for being here today is to tell Cameron’s 
story and ask you to support funding for 200 additional NOW slots. 
 
Cameron is 10 years old.   I was there standing next to the doctor as Cameron 
immerged into our world.  His mom and dad are both hearing impaired and never heard 
his screaming entry into our lives.  What a life it would be – not at all what any of us 
expected.  This bright-eyed cooing infant was the center of our lives and dreams.  Two 
years later, Cameron was diagnosed with autism.   
 
AUTISM – such a little word.  We learned the wide-reaching effects of this little word 
that changed all of our lives forever.  For Cameron AUTISM includes extreme 
hyperactivity; ridged obsessive compulsive disorder; aggression at the turn of a dime; 
sensory disorders that we never knew could existed; leaky-gut syndrome causing our 
lives to center around  “poop”, special diets, and a long list of medications and 
supplements.  He is also a gifted escape artist from all situations, putting us in a 
constant prison of locks for his safety. There is also his epilepsy.  But he is my joy and I 
would do anything to help him. 
 
Fortunately, for the beginning of his life, Cameron lived in Pennsylvania where autism 
services were AWESOME!!!  He received 30 hours a week of in-home early intervention 
services.  When he entered a cutting edge preschool, intensive in-home and community 
services continued.  The team work of all providers was amazingly coordinated.  He 
was thriving! 
 
However, in 2006, Dad left.  His mom found a new husband who was mentally abusive 
to her and Manny and physically abusive to Cameron.  Mom was diagnosed with bipolar 
disorder and was going downhill quickly.  Then in December, 2008 I got the call, “Come 
and get the boys or I’m calling protective services to take them.”  I dropped everything 
and was there immediately.  A year later she had a major stroke and is now paralyzed 
and living in a nursing home. 
 
Since April 17, 2009 I have had guardianship of Cameron and Manny.  I can’t imagine 
not taking care of them daily.  This life, however, has taken its toll.  I live in state of 
exhaustion, as do all parents of children with autism.  There is no “down time”.  Life 
consists of being ever vigilant, always anticipating what may happen next and being 
ready.   In the last year and a half, I have had two heart surgeries, pneumonia twice, 
passed out cold in a parking lot from ventricular fibulation and was revived in E.R.   I 
have been so blessed – I am still here for them.  But what happens to Cameron 
when I’m no longer here?  My worst fear is that he will be institutionalized and again 
forgotten as he has been since arriving in Louisiana. 
 



Cameron is disadvantaged by my age of 63 and the fact that Louisiana has a waiver 
waiting list with over 8,000 people on it.  Cameron has been on the NOW waiting list 
since June, 2009 – 3 long years with no help for him.  I have been informed that he still 
has 7 MORE years to wait.  He will be nearly 18 years old before he receives services.  
God only knows if I’ll still be here in 7 years.  As our t-shirts state, “A waiting list is not 
a service!!”  He needs help NOW to learn to be independent in order to be a productive 
member of society.  Our children need services NOW! 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, please appropriate the funding for 200 more NOW slots for 
children with developmental disabilities.  Only your vote can make this happen. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention. 
 


