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2009 Disabllity Rights Rally

1HDUO\ DGYRFDWHY JDWKHUHG RQ WKH &
WKH &DSLWRO 5R WHQhe fbuRhanAualDisability
5LJKWV 5DOO\ 7KH\ FDPH IURP HYHU\ FRUQH
in hand to break records with their numbers and to have their col-

lective voice be heard. And seen and heard they were! The sea of

yellow on the Capitol steps was motivated to advocate inside the
&DSLWRO E\ VSHDNHUV -LP &RPVWRFN *DODJ
.D\ ODUFHO 5DOO\ SDUWLFLSDQWYV ZHUH DO
LVVXHVY RQH EHLQJ WKH FXWV WR FRPPXQLW
Governor’s Budget.

Another focus of the rally was to address the waiver waiting list

E\ DGGLQJ ZDLYHU VORWYV WR WKH EXGJt
WKHVH VORWY ZDV DYDLODEOH LQ WKH 12: 71
ZDV LJQRUHG DQG QR ZDLYHU VORWYV ZHUH D
individuals still waiting for home and community-based services. A

third goal for rally participants was to consolidate and close costly
GHYHORSPHQWDO FHQWHUV EXW /RXLVLDQD
survived the legislative session intact with no centers slated for
FORVXUH ,Q DGGLWLRQ HYHQ D SODQ WR U
state’s developmental centers failed to garner the necessary sup-

SRUW E\ OHJLVODWRUV 6&5 E\ 6HQ (ULF /
VXFK D SODQ ZzZDV LIJQRUHG E\ WKH +RXVH DI

6HQ -DFN 'RQDKXH ODQGHYLOOH XUJHG WK|
Capitol and speak to their legislators. Sen. Donahue authored

6&5 ZKLFK GLUHFWYV WKDW VDYLQJYV JHQH
practices in the NOW program be maintained in that program to

sustain current waiver slots or apply to new slots for those on the
ZDLWLQJ OLVW 6&5 SDVVHG ERWK FKDPEI
WKH 6SHDNHU 6HQ 'RQDKXH DOVR FR DXWK
LVODWRUV WR DGGUHVV WKH FURZG LQFOXG!
Scott Simon and Steve Pugh.
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